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discoveries up there. We are quite satisfied
-with oury local government in the roads board,
and in respect of broader politics we are
looking to the Federal Government. If the
Premnier and the leader of this House are to
come up to that district, let them come -and
see what has been done. I have never seen
the district in a happier condition. I believe
that if the rest of Western Australia also
was free from the interference and blighting
influence of a Government such as we have
at present, there would be an era of greater
prosperity for the State.

On motion by Hon. H. Millington debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.

legislative Counicil,
Thursday, 7th August, 1919.

PAUXQuestions: Bills, coies for members ...... 51
ItilnAYS, appointmentt of Conunha81ldec . 51

Addres-repiy, fourth day.......... ..... 51
Bill: supply 9£161500, ai.................60

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pnt., and read prayers.

QIJESTION-BTLLS, COPIES FOR
MEMBERS.

Hon. A. SANDERSON (without notice)
asked the Honorary Minister: Are copies of
the Sale of Seeds Bill and the Fruit Cases
Bill, which are on the Notice Paper for the
second reading, available for distribution to
memabers?

The HONORARY MIN1STER replied: I
am not sure whether they are out of the
printer 's hands yet.

Holl. Sir E. Ht. Wittennom: And the
Droving Dill.

The HONORARY MINISTER: My ans-
wer applies to the three.

QUJESTION-RAILWAYS, APPOINT-
MENT OF COMMIlSSIONER.

Holl. Ht. CARSON aked the Minister for
Education: 1, Have the Government Tot de-
cidled whom they intend to appoint Cbmnmis-
sioner of Railways? 2, If so, who is the
gentleman? 3, If not, when are they going
to decide this important question?9

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: The filling of this important office
necessitates the closest inquiry into the
qualifications of applicants, many of whom
are outside Western Australia. This inquiry
is being proceeded with as expeditiously as
possible, and on its completion the decision
of the Government will be announced.

ADDRESS.IN-REPLY.
Fourth Day.

Debate resumed from the previous dJay.
Hon. A. H. PANTON (West): At'the out-

set I would like to thank members for their
very kind remarks and welcome to me as
a representative of the West Province, and
I trust that they and yourself, Sir, wil ex-
tend kindness and leniency towards we 'in-
til I have become au fait with the Standing
Orders of the Chamber. I tender my regret
at the circumstances which made possible
my election at this juncture. I did not en-
joy the personal acquaintance of the late
lamented President,' but I have taken suffic-
ient interest in the public men of this State
to realise the loss that the late Sir HenryBriggs must be to this Chamnber. I congrat-
ulate You, Sir, on your elevation to the office
of President. Looking aver the Goverdor's
Speech I was struck with one particular
paragraph, which reads-

In the great work of reconstruction with
which we, in common with the whole civ-

-ilused world, are now confronted, my Ad-
visers recognise that the first duty of the
State is to suitably repatriate our return-
ing soldiers.

As a returned soldier, the words ''are now
confronted'" struck mne very forcibly be-
cause, after five years of warfare, the Gov-
ernment admit that they are now confronted
with the necessity of repatriating their Sol-
diers. Men were coming back to this state
at the latter end of 1915, .and right through
1916, and Yet We are told by the Government
of the day that they are now confronted
with -the necessity for repatriating our aol.
diers. I well remember at the latter end
of 1916, the trenches Of France were flooded
with literature as to what the Federal Gov-
ernment, at any rate, were going to do forreturned soldiers. -One Particular manifesto
signed by William Morris Hughes intimated
that 22 million pounds had been set aside forthe repatriation of returned soldiers, and that
two millions of it had already been ex-
pended. Since my return to the State a
few months ago I have been over a good
deal of Western Australia looking for in-
dications as to wbere this two million
pounds was spent, and I find that our share
Of it consists of six poultry farms at Os-
borne Park. I disagree with the hon. maem-
her who last night stated that repatriation
was a matter for the Federal Government.
Repatriation is a matter -for the citizens ofAustralia, and the State Government, a
the represchtatives of the citizens of ;West-ern Australia, should and must take a hand
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in repatriating our men. I wish to pay a
tribute to the Premier's land settlement
policy in so far as his optimism is con-
cerned. Though hundreds of men are
anxious to go on the land, yesterday
I learnt from the repatriation officers that
quite 200 men who have passed the land
board and obtained their certificates are
waiting to go on the land, and in the meana-
time are receiving sustenance from the
board. There must be some thing wanting
in our departments if, with all1 the land
available in Western Australia, these 200
men have to loaf about the strectii and re-
ceive sustenance when they are anxious to
become producers. Another objection to the
present land policy for returned soldiers, is
the price being paid f or repurchased
estates. From what I can learn, we are
setting soldiers an almost impossible task
to make a success of land settlement in.
Western Australia. Unfortunately, too,
many people fail to realise, that what our
soldiers have been through during the last
two or three years makes it almost impos-
sible for them to settle down and become
staid farmers. Most people fail to realise
that the great bulk of men, who served twio,
three, or four years for their country, have
been living amongst tbousands of, men with
never fewer than, -40 or 50 in a 4ut, and
they have become used to a good deal ot
company. Prom the day they entered camp
at Blackcboy they had never to think for
themnselves; they had to sink their individu-
ality and initiative and become machines,
and after two or three years of that life-
it might not be very apparent to those who
have not been through the mill-it is not
easy, inure especially for the young men,
thrown on to the street, to have to use their
initiative to earn a living. They have that
restless spirit which for a considerable
time will be detrimental to settling them
on tbe land, and I regret the Government
have not seen their way clear to make land
available on easier and better terms. Ac-
cording to the Repatriation Department, there
are 959 returned soldiers on the uneur-
ployed books. Of that number, 8.50 are
ceiving sustenance, and I was informned by
the Chief of the employment bureau that
at least one-third of the number are unable
to do anything bitt very light work. This
is a question which the Government aim
the country must face. I am not Much Con-
cerned about the returned man who is fit,
bet I amn considerably concerned about the
men who are suffering disabilities through
gas, and heart troubles,' and other things
which prevent them from following their
pre-w-ar occupations. It is useless for either
the State Government or the Federal Goy-
ernment to believe that these men are going
to do any good for themselves if they are
merely paid -sustenance to walk about the
streets. Vocational training is needed, and
we have at present 400 men in workshops
undergoing vocational training and] 62 other
men waiting for the establishment of
classes. Those 402 men are being taught,

or are to be taught, bricklaying and other
building trades and mechanical trades. But
when we have these men trained it is prob-
able that, owing to the want of secondary
industries here, there will be no opportunity
for 'them to go to work in Western Austra-
lia. It is, useles;, in my opinion, to spend
huge sumns of money in teaching men trades
if there is no opportunity for them to work
at those trades here. In the first place the
employers will pay 40 per cent. of the wages
and the Repatriation Department will make
up the balance. But that huge expenditure
is likely to be absolutely useless for want
of secondary industries, and the men when
trained will either have 'to leave -Western
Australia for the Eastern States or else
quit Australia altogether. If it is part of
the policy of Australian Governments to
train returned soldiers so that they may
leave their country, it is useless for any
Australian Government to talk about im-
migration. On the question of secondary
industries, what has very much puzzled a6
great number of -Western Australians, in-
eluding myself, is the necessity' for spend-
ing £80,000 on wool sheds at Fremantle, in
which the wool is to be stored for eventual
export to Europe, where it will he made up
into cloth, which again will be exported to
Australia. A great deal has been heard of
the fine fighting force the Australian Army
was; ' hut we have never heard, I believe,
what a well-dressed force the Australian
Army was. It wyes, in fact, the best dressed
f orce on the Western Front. That force
was equipped with Australian cloth,
made from Australian wool, put to-
gether by Australian artisans ; and
the Australiau uniform was tte envy
of every other fighting force in
Prance. Yet we are told that it is essential
to spend many thousands of pounds on wool
sheds to store our wool for export to foreign
counitries. I1 hope the Government will con-
eider at an early date the necessity for es-
tablishing a State woollen mill in Western
Australia. I can see no reason why that
should not be done. Secondary- industries are
just as essential -here as in the Eastern States;
they should not be all cenktralised in Eastern
Australia. The trouble with Western Aus-
tralia is that the whole of our commercial
and financial interests are centred fin the
Eastern States. We are told that all the in-
dustrial troubles of Australia emanate from
the Eastern States. That is owing to the
fact that the financial and commercial in-
terests are centred there. To overcome the
difficultie s of our industrial position we here
naturally have to follow suit. Once the big
firms in Western . Auistralia who now send
their money to the Eastern States do some-
thing towards decentralising their businesses
;n Western Australia, there will be far les
induistrial trouble. in the Eastern States.
Another question which the State Govern-
ment could wrell take in hand is the ifinancing
of! prospecting parties. Many thousands of
first-class miners. and prospectors have gone
from Western Australia to the Front and a
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large number of those returned are, owing to
the long period of duty they did at the Front
and the cold weather and disabilities they en-
countered there, unable to follow their pre-
war occupation of working in deep mines.
But those men could be utilised for the pur-
pose Of prospecting Western Australia; and
I am satisfied from my experience of the
Murchison and other parts of the State,
gained as a miner, that there are several
other Kalgoorlies to be found, if the right
mn are sent out and given a fair oppor-
tunity of prospecting the country. The re-
turned soldiers endeavoured to get the Com-
monwealth Government to do this, and the
Commonwealth Government speculated the
magnificent senm of £5,000 iii prospecting
Western Australia. They might as well have
thrown that money into the sea. I trust the
State Government will at an early date make
money available for the purpose of finanicing
prospecting parties. I fully anticipate that
the leader of the House will tell me, as the
Premier always tells us, that there is no
money available; but what the returned
soldier wants to know is why, if it was pos-
sible to raise 80 millions sterling per annum
for shot and shell to defend the country, it
is not possible to find a few more millions
for the repatriation of the men now that they
have saved the country That is the question
which the returned soldiers are asking to-day,
and which they will be asking in much louder
tones as the days go by. I hope the Govern-
'neat are seized of the position, and will not
compel the meni to wvait much longer nh-out
the streets, as they are doing to-day. The
Governor's Speech informs us that it is pro-
posed to bring down an. Electoral Act Amend-
ment Bill. With an hoim. member who spoke
last night, I hope that it is the intention to
abolish this House. As a returned soldier I
wish to say that the returned soldiers and the
people generally are asking themselves the
question what they are getting for the money
they spend on these Parliamentary institu -
tions. It is very nearly time hon. members
here asked themselves the same question. If
they ask it of themselves seriously, they will
not hesitate to admit the need for a redue-
tion of members of Parlinament in this State
and also for the abolition of this House,' as
a start.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittentoom: Why not
abolish the other House?

Hon. A. H. PANTON: T amu not particu-
lar which House is abolished, so long as one
is abolished. In to-day's newspaper there is
a report of a meeting of returned soldiers at
which I am rather glad that I was not pre-
sent, ast some responsibility for the proceed-
ings might have been attributed to me. The
following motion was moved at that meeting
by Dr. Aberdeen, who cant be looked upon
as a Bolshevist of the East Perth MSA.-

That this branch urges that every re-
turned soldier should have a vote for the
Legislative Coulncil by virtue of having
been a member of the A.T.F.

It would be interesting to know, and I hope
some hon. member will tell me, why a mn

who was fit to go away and fight for his
country, and incidentally make it possible for
this House to meet this afternoon, should
not have a right to say who is to represent
him in this H~ouse. The fact remains that at
least 75 per cent, of the men coming back
will not have a vote for the Legislative Count-
cii. I want to see every man and every
woman have a vote for this House, and then
there will be no longer any necessity for this
House to exist. In the meantime, at all
events, the man who fought for the country-
should have a vote for this Rouse. A fur-
ther resolution carried by that meeting of re-
turned soldiers at the instance of Dr. Aberdeen
advocated that the Commonwealtll Vice-regal
representative should be an Australian, and
that in all the States the office of Governor
should be incorporated with that of Chief
Justice. I ala not particularly keen on that
resolution, bitt I api keen on the abolition of
the oafice of State Governor. In my opinion
that office represents an, expensive and un-
necessary tradition. I am the more anxious to
see the Office Of State Governor abolished be-
cause there would then be a possibility of ob-
tamning Government House for a conivalsecent
home for those returned soldiers who to-day
are so far disabled as to lie on their backs
in the hospital looking at the bare walls.
Those mie are entitled to something better
than that, after wlhat they have gone through.
I desire to congratulate the Government on
at least promising to bring down the long
looked for Shops and Factories Bill. In this
State we have had a Shops and Factories
Act since 1902, and various amendments
of no consequence have been made. I hope
that when the Bill does come dlown this
House at any rate will see that an endeavour
is made to reduce the hours of the people
working under the Early Closing Act. To-
day we fand in what is supposed to be a doeo
cratic country male shop assistants working
under the Early Closing Act as much as 56
hours per week and female assistants as much
as 52. As regardls the butchers, under thle
Early Closing Act they have to put in at
least 83%4 hours per week in order to get
their 48 hours of work; that is to say, in
order to get 48 hours of work they have
to be away from their homes 834 hours
per week, counting in the time spent in
travelling to and from the place of
emplbyment. I hope that the promised con-
solating measure will be of some benefit to
the people who are going to work under it.
The Factories Act as it stands is impossible
to administer. There have been so many
decisions given by the Full Court of' this
State on that Act that it is impossible for
the factory inspectors to do as~well as they
would be doing if they had a decent Act
to work tnder. At the sameti6me I wish to
pay a tribute to the inspectors for the muan-
ner in which they carry out their duties so
far as it is possible for them to do so under
the present Act. I consider the factories in
Perth to-day, so far as the female workers are
concerned, a perfect scandal. The conditions
under which most of the young women em.



54 [COUJNCIL.]

ployed in factories have to work are some-
thing shocking. In a young city like Perth
wve might at least look for decent working
conditions for our female employees. In
this connection it is interesting to note 'what
oue of our captains of industry said in the
Arbitration Court a little while ago, when
the' clothing trades union were seeking an
increase in wages. Mr. McConochie, the man-
ager of Fey & Gibson, is reported as having
stated-

The time was coming, and in fact was
now near, when larger numbers of women
would 'have to eke out a living.

That was a very interesting statement in
%'iew of the fact that the female section of
this country are uinder great disabilities. I
think hon. members will agree with me that
it is impossible to take 6,000 eligible men out
of this State without reducing the prospects
of marriage of our young women. Six thous-
and men is the number we lost in the war,
or 6,002 to be exact, either killed in action or
died from wounds. From 1,500 to 2,000 have
returned from thle war in so disabled a state
as to make matrimony an impracticable pro-
position for them from a pecuniary point of
view. Thus it seems that we have at least
8,000 women without prospect of marriage
who uinder 6r linary' circeum stances would have
had reasonable prospects of matrimony in
their early twenties. I am anxious to see
that these women at least get a fair oppor-
tunity tinder the laws of this State to earn
their living in soinething~like reasonable comn-
fort. The wages paid to female workers are
anything but good. Probably I .sbsfl be told'
the Arbitration Court is there to see to that..
But, members should endeavour to gain an
isight of what is going en in the factories.
WNheit a returned soldier comes home he is
given a suit of civilian clothes made of Aus-
tralian cloth.. The Cloth is pretty good. But
the making of the suits distributed in this
State is let by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to contractors in this State. * The con-
tract price of each suit is Ki Cs. 2d. The con-
tractors are compelled to huy their cloth from
the Commonwealth Government and the cost
is found in the following items:-3% yards
of tweed at 4s. 6d. per yard, 14s. %V d.; I yard
Lining, 12s. 3d.; i1/2 yards of sleeve and vest
lining at llY/id., Is. 5Yd.; ilks yards. drill
pocketing at Is. 3~d., is. 5d.; 1%/1 yards jute
at li d., is. i:%d.; buttons and sewing, 6id.;
total cost, Li Os. 994,d. The price of the
suits, ais I said, is il 6s. 2d., which leaves for
labour, -overhead. charges and Profit, the mag-
niflint sumn of 5s. 414d. That wyill give an
idea of the necessity for slave-driving by the
contractors. I have nothing to say against
the manufacturers, because clearly they are
the victims of dircumstanees; but the Federal
Glovernlment who will let the contracts at such
a .price, knowing, as thbey must, that the girls
employed in manufacturing the garments are
being swented, are deserving of the strictest
Censure.

The Minister for Education: Where did
you get the figures?

Hon. A. H, PA.NTON : From one of the
contractors. Of course, the people manufac-
turing those suits will explain that it is done
by efficient organisation.- I have. seen some-
thing of that organisation. Personally, I.
prefer to call it downright slavery. The
s4ame principle is in operation in respect to
the whole of the white workers of Perth. The
eily way to remedy it is by an Act of Par-
liament, prescribing that the girls forced into
tile industrial world shall get' a fair deal.

Hen. J'. Nicholson: How much are they
getting$

Hon. A, H. PANTON: The Arbitration
Court award prescribes M~s. per week for a
senior hand. During the debate comments
have been made on compulsory training, and
the views held upon that question by a cer-
tain section of the community, of which I
am the general president. After two years
of active service in South Africa, three .ycnrs
of active service in the last war, and two
years and 10 months as a mnilitia man of the
garrispa artillery in Fremantle, I have come
to the conclusion that the compulsory system
under which we are working is a pure waste
of mtoney tending only to show off. Uniforms
and brass buttons. We are training boys to-
day for show purposes. I say without liesita-
tio n that the nine months' training I received
in all sorts of schools before reaching France
was not equal to one week of practical train-
ing in the actual line. I know a lad with
five years' training unider our compuilsory
system. who, during all that time, has fired
1 .5 shots, or three shots per annum! It is
time that system was doneG away with.

Hon. gir E. H. Wittenoom: You supply an
argument for improving it.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: Australia has the
credit of having produced, in proportion to
their numbers, the best fighting forces on
the Western Front. I venture to say that
00 or 70 per cent, of that force had never
done a dhy 's drill before going into camp,
which I think proves the futility of training
toys as wre are doing. Fuirther, let mec say
that those peoplh who 'refused to conscript
themselves for active service wUl never get
my assistance towards conscripting boys who
have 'no say in it. If those people want coin-
pulsory training in Australia let them apply
it to men, who have the ballot box through
which to express an opinion.

The PRESIDENT: 'I have no desire to
restrict discussion but, for the information
of hon. members, T wish to point out that
in an Address-in-reply debate it is usual
and advisable to confine the remarks of lion.
members to those subjects touched upon in
the Governor's Speech.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: A few days ago
I asked a question in an attempt to find oat
whether a returned soldier has the same
eitizen rights as a mian who has not been
away. I, learhed that, under the Workers'
Romes Board of the State a returned sol-
dier who wants a house has not the same
rights as the man who has not been to the
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Front. I wyas informed by the secretary to
the board that the board will not deal with
returned soldiers.

The Minister for Education: Under the
Commonwealth Act they cannot deal with
them.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: But this is not
because of the Commonwealth Act. I was
informed that if, as an old client of the
board, I closed my account in Perth and
removed to Fremantle, I should not be able
to get a worker's home there under the
Statii board, because I am a returned soldier.
One hon. member remarked that he was
not surprised at the industrial unrest, It is
amiazing to ine that anybody should be suir-
prised at it. I am in no way pessimistic
about the industrial unrest in Australia.
What we are going through to-day we have
already gone through before. A great deal
is being made of the seaman's strike. With-
out entering into the mnerits or demerits of
that dispute, I wish to point ot that din-
ing the3 war. the men of the merchant service
made possible the transportation. fromn all
parts of the world , of thousands of trops
and many cargoes Of Munitions, and re-
nined loyal to their duty in face of the
destructive torpedo. To-4s4y, when the inen
of the merchant service are engaged i-n* a
struggle with the shipping eombind, *li have
made hundreds, of tliousamfds of pounds in
undue profits, when the seamen are on strike
for an extra is. 2d. per dlay, the oiily blame
east is east at the men, and not at the em-
ployers. Hon. members should be fair. In
my opinion the employers are just as m~
to blame for the holding' up of the shipping
as are the men. Turning to the woodline
dispute in. Kalgoorlie, we find that the min-
iug companiies, and not the woodiline com-
panies, are carrying on negotiations with the
men. Apparently there is noe onus on the
firewood companies to deal with the men,
and it is left to the mining companies to
endeavour to bring about a settlement. I
think lion. mnembers will agree that a body of
men. prepared to go back to the 1916 agree-
ment are not asking too much. They have
offered to -upply the wood direct to the
mines, but unfortunately the Government
are not prepared to assist the meiy in thle
formation of a co-operative scheme, as they
have done in regard to the coal miners of
Collie and in regard also to the farmiers and
settlers. The firewood cutters are ask~ed to
pay a railway freight of one penny per ton.
Surely the mining community are entitled to
as mnuch consideration as aire the farming
comunity or the community at Collie! Let
me just touch uponl the recent trouble nt
Fremantle. I was roundly abused during
that tinmo. I will not attempt to apportion
the blame for what, happened down there.
I regret that the Government resolved to
take sides in that dispute. What happened
on that Sunday morning, the 4lth May, would
not have occurred had the Governmuent re-
frained fromn taking aides wtith the shipping
combixw. Some people have since said that

the then Premier was lacking in his duty
for niot carrying the1 contest right through.
But I. must say I am pleased that the then
Premier used his good jupdgment to stop that
conflict when he dlid. Haed hie nut done so,
I am convinced that there would have bean
bloodshed in Frem an tle to an extent that
-would have Con stitu ted an everlasting dis-
grace on 'Western Australia. The trouble
wont further than we desired it to go. Now
that it is all over I have no regrets in res-
pect of the part I took in it, whatever hon.
members may think. I was holding a re-.
spousible position as general president that
day, and when thle trouble started there was
no place for me other than right iii the front
line. I would have been lacking in my duty
had I not taken up that position. I hope
that, -when the Early Closing and Factories
Bill, comes down, hon, members will treat
it, not as they did last session, hut in the
manner that is to be expected from a demio-
cratic Rouse. I hope to be of some assist-
ance to lion, members, because I have had
-seven years' experience of organisations
dealing with the Early Closing Act; and I
know some of the disabilities under -which
those concerned have suffered, I trust hon,
members will. permnit of the opportunity be-
ing. taken to' rectify souibe of the long-estab-
lished' disabilities -under which the people
have labour-ed,

Hon. R. 3. LYNN (West):. I should like
to Preface mny remarks by congratulating you,
Sir, upon attaining the highest position this
House has at its disposal. lhope your health
wili long permit you. Dt ecupy the -position
to Which I consider you are so richly entitled.
I also congratulate Dr. Saw on his -return
after his many years of service at the Front,
and upou the very excellent specik that he
made'in moving the Address-in-reply. I
hardly know what to say 'resp6eting my
junior colleague. I think'he will make a
very excellent member, ap~d I hope the en-
vironmenit of the House will, in fuiture, make
him what, it appears to many of us, it has
nmade other junior colleagues in the past upon
entering within these walls. After an ex-
perience of some few years here I think he
will realise that this Chamber, if not the
mlore democratic of the two Houses of Par-
liament in the State, is at least that H-ouse
which considers equity and justice in prefer-
ence to all other matters. I would remind
him, too, that "'Hansard'" for last session
shows that the leader of the Opposition in an-
other place, and the. leader of the party to
which mny colleague owes his allegiance, says
that he thanks God for the existence of the
other Rouse. That lion. gentleman wvent on
to say-

We h ave a Chamnher composed of men
who realise their responsibilities, who arc
not whipped up by parties, and a Rouse
Which realises the equity of all measures.

He was imbued with that to such an extent
that he could only, thank God that the Legis-
lative Cguncil existed in order to check the
legislation of another place.



1-io1. J. Cornell: That must have been a
temporary lapse.

Hon. R, J. LYNN:. Last week, in speaking
in the Town Hall, another hon. member of
this Chamber, Mr. Hickey, dealing'with the
high cost of living said-

It will require a lot of public opinion
to force this measure through the Legis-
lative Council.

Mr. Mickey evidently realised that the Legis-
lative Council was not a party House, and
would not be swayed and influenced by the
present Administration. This was a compli-
inent to the House, for which I think every
member will be pleased. I propose to con-
fine my remarks as nearly as possible to the
Governor Is Speech. The first reference in
the. Speech is to repatriation. I am sure that
the public in general are tired of hearing so
much about this question, and that what
they desire is some action in connection with
it. The Government of the day should get to
work. I believe they are doing everything
possible. I cannot quite agree with Mr.
San derson that it is not a State affair. It
is, to some extent, a question of State and
Federal combination, and if the State will
get to work in this direction and do what is
necessary and essential, I think the public
will have something to be grateful for. These
questions in connection with repatriation are
of annual occurrence and are constantly
being revived. That is not what the public
in general 'require. Let us get this question.
excised from the Govdrnpr 'a Speech -and let
uns have no further reference to what it is
proposed to do. Let us start out to do some-
thing so that our actions may speak for
themselves. The next reference in the Speech
is to the question of industrial unrest As
Dr. Saw stated, this is world wide. This is
not something that belongs exclusively either
to Western Australia or to the Common-
wealth. Whilst I am prepared to admit that
in many countries they have grave reason
for this industrial unrest, I am not prepared
to admit that the same grievances exist in
thle Comnmonwealth of Australia. Mr. Dodd
and I saw, in passing through the streets of
Marseilles, the women of France sweeping
theu, uip. We know that they have not the
representation in their Parliaments that the
women of Australia have. They have not the
opportunity of voicing their opinions and of
securing legislation which will be of benefit
to the corbmnuity. .This, however, does not
apply to Australia,. Hera we have the adult
franchise,

Hon, 3. Cornell:. In one House.
E[on,, R,. 3; LYNN:. That does not apply to

the Federal Rouse.
Hon, J. Cornell: They had a string on it

when they got this Qhaniber.
Hon. R. J, LYNN:- They have an adult

franchise in connection with both. Federal
Houses of Parliament. That is the foremost
Patrliament in Australia in connection with
legislation respecting the high cost of living
and otber matters of vital interest to my
junior colleague. To that Parliament the
people have their opportunity of sending

members to represent their views and in-
terests.

Ron. if. Millingtou: You think it quite
right that this should be sol

Ron. Rt. 3. LYNN: I Will deal with that
question at a later stage. I am not prepared
to admit that it is right, I am quite sure
that if I went to the Trades Hall to-morrow
and asked to be allowed to vote on a q~estioa
of vital interest to myself, I would be told
that I would have to become a member of the
Trades Hall before this would be permitted.
I hardly think that unless persons are share-
holdersI so to speak, in the country, they
should have a -right to return men to both
Houses of Parliament, unless the Upper
House, to some extent, protects the vested
interests of the community.

Hon. J. Cornell: Who took up the guns to
keep them for you!I

Hon.. R. J. LYNN: I quite admit that many
did take uip the guns. I ami willing to pre-
sent to every man who fought a qualification
to vote for the Upper House.

Hon. J. Cornell: And I am not.
Hoa. R. J. LYNN: There is only a £50

freehold qualification involved. I am willing
to give my vote to make a free gift to every
member of the forces who fought for this
State, ad that they might be qualified to vote
in connection with this House. I am
not afraid of their vote at all. With
all this industrial unrest it is as well that
we' should come down near home, as
my Junior colleague has done. 1 have no
wish to ask anyone to shoulder the blame
for that fateful Sunday at Fremantle. I
have no information in my possession to
lead me to make any rema 'rks on the ques-
tion at all, other than what I gleaned from
the newspapers. I think I am justified in
advocating a plank of the Official Labour
party's platform, and that is the plank pro-
viding for the right to work. The Govern-
ment :should certainly appoint a Commis-
sion in order to investigate many of the in-
justices that have been done in connection
with this particular affair. There are to-
day in rremantle good solid unionists,

-married men with wives and families, on
the verge of starvation because they are
not allowed to work at the port.

Hon, J. E. Dodd: Are they members of
the Lumpers' Union?

Hon. A. IH.'-Panton: Yes, I think so.
Hon. R. H. LYNN: They are members

6f other unions which came into conflict
with the views of the Lumpere' Union. Let
me cite one case. A member of the Harn
hour and River Union, engaged as a fitter
on the wharves in Fremantle, was asked
during the trouble to drive a crane. This
was in 1917. He went to the crane in order
to receive a lesson. After he was at the
work about five minutes a member of the
Industrial Disputes Committee, I believe,
said he was afraid to drive the crane and
he got off. My information is that when
lie reached the crane he asked his chief the
object of putting him there. It was stated
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in reply that, as this trouble was on, all the
litters were requested to learn to drive the
crane$, so that they might get over their
difficulties. This man positively refused to
drive it. He went away and returned to
the North Wharf, where ho resumed his
position as a fitter on the gantries in Con-
nection with the elevators. He remained
there front 1917 to 1919, until a week after
this affair at Fremantle. Hle was then
either pushed or driven off the wharf and,
although he is a, trades unionist, and has
been all his life, and although he has nuever
been connected with the bumpers' Union,
and never did any lumping work, or any-
thing in opposition to the.bumpers' Union,
he is debarred from employment on the
wharves, even at his old position in counec-'
tion with the wheat elevator sheds. The
Industrial Disputes Committee, the Official
Labour party, the Trades Hail, or any sec-
tion of the community, have no right in this
free country to debar any man from earn-
ing an honest living. Assuming that he did
go on a crane as a loyalist .in those days,
assuming he did, something to incur the
displeasure of one section of the commun-
ity, is it to be that that section of .the comn-
mnunity represented. by, the Industrial Dis-
putes Committee have the power to say to
the Government and. the community that
that mnan shall no longer work? If! that is
so the quicker we- know it the better, and
then I shall advise some of my friends who
are good solid trades unionists to offer a.
humble and abject apology and ask to be
admitted again into the ranks. The thing
is wrong. I could cite numerous instances,
and if the Government will appoint a Com-
Mission I shall volunteer. to produce such
evidence as will justify thle appointment of
that tribunal. I have no wish. to be mis-
understood in this direction. When the
lumpers came out in 1917 they committed
a~n act whieh, in my opinion, was disloyal,
andL not the correct thing. Any subterfuge
was good enough for them to make at that
time as to why they refused to work. It
will be remembered that one excuse was
that the flour was being sent away to
enemy countries through Java; then it was
the high cost of living; then it was somne-
thing else. The real cause was that their
comrades in the Eastern States were out,
and these men decided to go out in sym-
pathy with them. I do not wish to be mnis-
understood. I think many of those men in
Fremantle in 1917 and since have had a
very hard time indeed. I consider that they
were 'penalised sufficiently withiont their
livelihood being taken from them forever.
It is a great pity that, immediately the in-
dustrial trouble was settled through the
loyalists. going on the wharves, some action
was not taken to bring about quietly the
removal of those loyalists and to reinstate
the lumpers in their old positionrs. If that
had been donme we would not have had the
spectacle of that particular Sunday. I hope
the Government will, in justice to many of
those men in Fremantle, good honest citi-

zens, m~n who did what they considered in
1917 to be their duty, men who, I believe
were favourable to trades unionism-use
their utmost efforts to bring about the ap-
pointment of the Royal Commission.

The Minister for Education: It is being
appointed.

Hon. R1. J. LYNN! I am glad to hear
that, because injustices exist to-day which it
will be possible to redress, Mr. Panton,
speaking on the question of industrial unrest,
referred to the shipping combine. I remnem-
her in the early days of my association with
the Fremantle Chamber of Commerce, I was
elected, by reason of the fact that I happsned
to be in -Sydney at the- time, to represent thnit
body at the 'atnual Interstate conference
then being hdld in Sydney. The questioii of
.the shipping combine found a place on
the ageuda paper. I remember the evening
newspaper referring to it as the ''shipping
octopus." I referred to it in those days as
the shipping octopus, and it is an octopus--
there is no disguising the fact. I shall be
willing to help my friends to do anything
that will assist to bring the combine to rea-
son. But I want to be fair. For some years
the shipping combine baa been absolutely
under the control of tbe Federal authorities.

Hon. H. Millington: The other way about.
Hon. H. 3.. LYNN: The shi-ppinrg combine

has- lost -its identity. --Dur ing -recent years it
has been, taken '.over by the, Federal anlthori-
ties, and -,t is not -therefore the combine
versus 'the seamien, -it -is tor-day the seanmen
versus the rest of the community. I do not
know that the seameui are not entitled to
some consideration. Thiey have had durintg
recent years increases samounting to some-
thing like 60 per cent.. over what they pre-
viously enjoyed, and when we take into con-
sideration that the increases conceded during
the past four years do not involve any addli-
tioinal charges to the seamen on account of
the high cost of Iliving, we must conclude that
they have beneilted considerably. The cost
of living has not affected them.

Hon. J. Cornell: It has affected their
families.

H on. H. J. LYNN: Some have families,
and there is a fair percentage of square-
headed "dagoes" amongst them who have
no families. Have the seamen, throngh the
utterances of their leader and his wife, the
right to hold uip every section of Australia?

Hon. J. E. Dodd:- He is the greatest auto-
crat in Australip-

Hon. R. 3. LYNN: This man has openly
defied every constitutional method and he has
been supported by his wife, who left Eng-
land, -I take it, not for the good of herself
but for the good of her country

Hon. A. H1. Panton: You do not blame
her for sticking to her husband?

Hon. R1. .1. LYNN: I blame Australia for
keeping these people here. If any vote of
mnine could assist to get rid of them T would
gladly give it, so that they would be deported
to-morrow. We must have constitutional.
government. If we cannot have it, are we
then to he 'controlled by ani industrial dis-
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putes committee or an executive of another
section of the comumunity?

Hon. J, Cornell: Or the recently arrived
pomnmies ?

Hon. 3. J. LYNN: Yes. If they are to
govern us, then transfer that form of gov-
ernment to the Houses of Parliament, and
do not let us attend here as we do, believing
that we have somne right to enact legislation
without having the power to carry it through.
Hon. members may remember on one occa-
sion last session I referred to the ludicrous
position of passing laws and not being able
to enforce them. From an industrial stand-
point, unless we can have constitutional au-
thority, and have it recognised, we shall al-
ways have these' red-raggers amongst us
creating upheavals in order t6 bring about
trouble and chaos, as is being done to-day.
What will it benefit the seamen, after having
been idle for three months? In Mr. Justice
Higgins they have a man who has always
been considered the fairest minded man it
was possible to get to preside over the Arbi-
tration Court. Concessions have been granted
by him on every possible occasion when the
men have gone before the court, and yet to-
day they are holding up every section of the
community, and they refuse even to send food
to their own comrades in distant parts of
our own State. If it were not so tragic the
position might almost be considered ludicrous.
We have the same party advocating the White
Australia policy. What is happening to-day
at our own port of Fremantle? The Premier
of the State is compelled to go cap in hand
to the agent of a line of steamiers manned by
coloured labour and -request that food he
taken to Broome. The Federal authorities
are called upon to issue a permit for the
coloured crew of a schooner to trade on the
coast and convey those goods from Broome
to Wyndham, so that our own white people
engaged in a big industry at Wyndham may
be fed. At the same time our.State steamers,
manned by our own white people, are tied to
the buoys in the Fremantlc harbour.

Hon. A. H. Panton: For the sake of Is. 2d.
a d ay.

Hon. R. J, LYNN. No, for the sake of a
principle. If the seamen who axe earning
their £61 a day with overtime included an~d
board] are p repared to see their comrades at
'Wyndham starve, then I declare them to be
a contemptible crowd.

Hon. J3. E. Dodd: Do not you think it
would be better for -the shipowners to give
the mnen better coniditions?

Hon. R. J. LYNN: I am willing to admit
that the conditions ire not all that might he
desired, but. it was promised them in Mel-
bourne by Senator Millen, who 'was to take
the chair at a round-table conference, that if
they went back to work all those matters
would be investigated. The men, however,
-refused to accept the guarantee of their own
executive that the Government would carry
into effect their promise.

Hon. A.. H. Panton- Which proves that
the men are not being led.

Hon, R. LYNN: I am sorry that my col-
league, with his personality and magnetism,
was not on that committee, so that he might
have exercised the same influence in Victoria
that he wielded with such great effect in
'Western Australia. We come to the natural
sequence of things, the high cost of living.
I believe that there are instances where pro-
fiteering has been going on to a great ex-
tent, and if I can help to put that down I
can assure my friends that I will willingly
do so, I also realise it is a very difficult
thing to pass legislation that will be of bene-
fit to our own State. It is something out-
side the bounds of Western Australia or
even Eastern Australia. It must be some-
thing of an Imperial tribunal to be of any
advantage. I have no wish to suggest the
hundred and one means which would be at
the disposal of importers to bolster up the
price and then show only a ]percentage of
profit, with some system of a rebate to he
paid in some other part of the world. It
would be very diffcult f or any local legisla-
tion to fix prices. However, if anything can
be done I am willing to support such a meas-
lure. At the same time I would warn mem-
bers that they -must be careful not to limit
production, or do anything which will ser-
iously interfere with our production as
against the production of- Eastern Australia
and other parts of the world. To fix prices
is not the easy thing that many members
glibly talk about. I heard oxie of my op-
ponents in politics talking' at Collie about
the price of condensed milk, hut according
to Saturday's papar Judge - Edmunds, as
Chairman of the Victorian . Price Fixing
Commission, said the price asked for Nestle'Is
milk was only reasonable and did not allow
of any margin at the price then quoted.,

Hon. 3. Cornell: We would not want price
fixing if we put a few of the profiteers in-
side for a while.

Hon R. J. LYNN: If it can be proved
that there is profiteering and that it is to
the detriment of the commuonity, I will as-
sist the hon. member if he will help me to
put inside some of the red-raggers; then
wre umight have peace. One thing I marvel,
at is the inconsistency of ninny men who
glibly talk about profiteering. I would re-
fer them to Collie where the people have
co-operative stores supplying 'meat 1 bread,
groceries, hardware, millinery, and dresses,
in fact, departments for practically every-
thing, which return a very handsome profit;
but one morning the shareholders woke up
to the fact that the Federal authorities
wanted some of their profit. The sare-
holders consisting of miners and working
men sent a delegation to Victoria to protest
against a dividend tax on their profits, and
they were shown that th e only way to evade
the tax was by supplying only those who were
shareholders. The stores closed down on all
outside people and confinedl trading to their
own members and immediately the share-
'holders' register mounted up -so that the co-
operative stores control practically all the
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business in Collie to-day. In the metropol-
itan area, in Fremnantle and other large in-
dustrial centres, where the seamen have
thrown out of employment tens of thousands
of employees and the wages lost are esti-
nmated to exceed 1% million pounds, if that
amount had been applied to local co-opera-
tive stores, the shareholders could have been
the profiteers and wiped out nearly every
other competitor. Let them start their own
co-operative stores and reserve the profits
to themselves. I commend this point to the
hall. member in the. hope that it may be of
service, to him. The Governor'Is Speech
states-

Believing that increased production-
particularly the local production of many
necessaries 6f life now imported fromn out-
side the State-is the only foundation on
which the permanent prosperity of the
country can be based-

That is the keynote of success for our State.
Take last year's Statistical Register, which
shows that this little State with 300 odd
thousand -people purchased front the Eastern
States four million pounds worth of goods
suchl as butter, bacon, cheese and boots things
we could mnanufacture or produce here.
This State has a debt per head of popula-
tion far in excess of any other State of the
Commonwealth and here we are, toiling
away, accepting the full burden of our
heavy debt, paying a huge. sum i interest
and sinking fund in order to keep employed
in tine Eastern States tens of thousands *of
people who send us goods which we could
pr-oduce for ourselves. If that four million
pounds worth of goods were produced in
Western Australia, it would not only repre-
sent so much money kept in our own State,
but would give additional employment to a
considerable number of people; our interest
and sinking fund would be spread over a
greater population and redbced 30 or 40
per cent. aind increased traffic would be pro-
vided for railways and harbonra, bringing
prosperity to them. The keynote to-day must be
Produce, not only for our own requirements
but a surplus for export. I am somewhat
with Mr. Sanderson in that I do not think
that we in this Chamber are treated reason-
ably. Tn connection with the Estimates, many
suggestions could be offered to the leader
of the House which might assist in the mn-
agement of affairs of State, but we receive
the Budget in the last few days of the
session and it is only a farce to bring it
down then,. If the House were given an
opportunity to discuss the many financial
questions relating to revenue and expenditure
and to the trading concerns, the advice would
doubtless prove beneficial to the Government.
Another hardy annual in the Governor's
Speech is the reference to Collie coal. I be-
lieve the people of this State are beginning to
realise what an asset we have in Collie coal.
It has taken them many years to do so, and
it has only been forceda upon them because
the seamen have refused to an the ships.

Hon. J. W. Hickey: Then the seamen are
the best friends you have.

Hon. R. J1. LYNN: I wish to point out the
very unfair competition which our industry
has to meet against Indian coal, and this
brings me back to the question of black
labour. Indian coal is brought to Fremantle,
Stored in hulks and transferred to the bun-
kers of calling steamers and the Government
receive little or no revenue from it. For the
hulks £10 per annumn is charged and, as we
have approximately 20 hulks in the harbour,
the revenue represents £200 a year. It has
cost approximately two millions of money to
provide a harbour at'Frematle to berth these
hulks and give them accommodation, and the
sun, returned by them to the revenue is alto-
gether inadequate. For the local industry,
coal boxes which might have cost £20,000
at the outside~are used. Mly firm alone have
had levied against Collie coal during the past
three months demurrage charges amounting
to MOOp due to steamers heing delayed and
to the need for keeping a little in advance

Of requirements. The Collie industry is
called upon to pay in three months twice the
amount the hulks are called upon to pay for
12 months. That is penalising our own in-
dustry. If demturrage is incurred, a reason-
able 'amount should be paid, but when coal
,is being imported in competitioil with the
,local fuel, the 11ast the State'can do is to
derive some revenue from it. It is my belief
that the State could get at least 5s. per tonl
revenue from that coal, without affecting
any'one in 'our State, for that s. *ould be
,hitting the shipping companies, who receive
such high freights. the amount would not
be paid by the people of Western Australia.
collie coi is equal to aiiy coal in the* world
for steaming purPOse.

Hon. .T. W., Kirwan: Will the shipping
people endorse that statement?

Hon.F.T. LYNN: The shipping people
who are not interested in the Eastern States
coal vend will confirm it.

Hon. J. W. Kirw~n: Will the naval people
endorse it?

Hon. R. J. LYNN: At the Naval Base some
20,000 tons of our coal have been used since
operations commenced there, and all the
dredges employed there burn Collie coal-
hundreds of tons per month. As regards the
Naval Ease, the Federal authorities have been
Very good friends to the Collie coal industry.
Where the Indian coal comes into competition
with our coal, some revenue should be ob-
tained from it.

The Minister for Education: In what form
do y'ou suggest?

Hon. B. J. LYNN: In the form of a, har-
bour. improvement rate. The hulkage fees
are altogether too low-E1O per annum, az
against 48. per day for a truck. Say I want
300 tons of Collie coal in Fremantle to-nmor-
row. If that coal is landed there to-morrow'
and the steamer is delayed until the day
after, I pay heavier denurrige on the
bucks carrying the 300 tons for the
one day's delay than a hulk capable
of dealing with 25,000 tons would pay
in one year. And the hulk is used for



60 ASSEMBLY.]

the imported article, while the truck
carries our own product. Some of the meas-
ares mentioned in the Governor Is Speech will
have my support, and I think some of them
will need it urgently. One of these measures
I remember opposing in earlier days-pos-
sibly because it was brought 'in by a Labour
Government. I refer to the Traffi Bill.
The necessity for that measure has been
brought home to me during the past few
months. The Perth municipality must be col-
lecting some thousands of pounds annually in
license fees for motor cars, very many of
which arc never used within the boundaries
of the Perth municipality. On the other
hand, those cars travel el1 the roads betireen
Perth and Fremantle, 'and these roads have
to he maintained by suburban municipalities
aud roads boards, which have much lower
valuations to rate ou than Perth has. The
suburban councils and roads boards have to
pay for the upkeep of roads used by vehicles
from which they obtain no revenue. My ex-
perience in this respect leads mue to promise
my support,' to that particular measure.

On motion by Hon. T. Mills debate ad-
journed.

BThLL-SUPPLY, £1,56-1,500.
Received from the Assembly, and read a

first time.

Hfouse adjourned 6.5 p-Tm.
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The SPEARER took the Chair at' 4.30'
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-DAIRYING INDUSTRY,
OONTROL.

Mr. PICIKERING asked the Premier: 1,
Has his attention been drawn to the scheme
for the organisation of the dairying industry,
recently put before the producers of 'the East-

ern States by the Minister for Trade and
Customs? 2, Has he noticed that the pro-
ducers of the dairying industry of' this State
have been excluded fromn the conference and
from representation on the contemplated con-
trolling bodies? 3, In view of the probable
immediate and progressive development of
the industry in this State, and of the possible
advantages which may accrue to dairying in
Western Australia by participation in the
conference, which decides the policy of con-
trol, and the benefits forecasted in the Minis-
ter's speech, wvill he take immediate steps to
secure the representation necessary 'to bring
about this resultY

The PREMIER replied:. 1, My attention
hns been drawn to a speech of the Minister
for Trade and Customs on the subject. 2, In
reply to inquiries the Government is in re-
ceipt of a communication from the Bureau
of Commerce and Industry, Melbourne, in
which the director states:-' 'Mr. Greene
simply outlined a great ideal and submitted it
for consideration to the practical men in the
industry, to whom be will leave the develop-
ment of this scheme, and, although it may
fairly be discussed as Mr. Massey Greene's,
scheme, he in his speech has not done more
than outline a scheme."

QUI2STIOW.-RA4WAY, ESPERANCE
NORTHWARD.

Hon. T. WALKER asked the Premier:
Can he inform the Assembly if, and when,
the coustruction of the Esperanee Northward
railway is to be resumed I

The PREMIER replied: No, I cannot.

QTJESTION-ROTTNEST ISLAND,
GAOL.

Mr. SMITH asked the Colonial Sec-
retary: 1, Is the erection of the new
gaol oui Rottuiest Island being super-
vised by an architect or skilled builder?
2, Have plans of the building been
prepared, and, if so, by whom?8 3,
(a) What is the estimated cost of the build-
ing? (b) When will it be finished? (e) How
many prisoners is it intended to acommo-
rintel (d) Is the cost of the work provided
for in. the Estimates? 4, In view of the in-
creasing popularity of Rottnest Island as a
stmimer resort, will the Government take into
consideration the advisability of removing
convicts entirely from the island and discon-
tinuing any further expenditure in the erec-
tion of the building?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY -replied: 1,
Yes,; if the erection of the new gaol is fin
ally determined upon. 2, Nor. 3, Answered
by No. 2. 4, Th~is question is receiving care-
ful consideration. The new prison is ex-
eluded from the rest of the island. The work
of the prisoners is of value at present in de-
velopmental work on the island, and to re-
move the prisoners ,entirely would involve
considerably increased expenditure. Should
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