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discoveries up thers. We are quite satisfied
with our local government in the reads board,
and in respect of broader politics we are
looking to the Federal Government. If the
Premier and the leader of this House are to
come up fto that distriet, let them come and
gee what has been done. I have never seen
the district in a happier condition, I Believe
that if the rest of Western Australia also
was free from the interference and blighting
influence of a Government such as we have
at present, there would be an era of greater
progperity for the State.

On motion bylHon. H. Millington debate
adjourned. .

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.

Legisiative Council,

Thursday, 7th August, 71919,

tions: Bllls, coples for members ... ...
Qua]i.ai!ways, appointment of Commissioder ... 51
Address-in-reply, fourth day e e e 1
Bill : Supply £1,561,500, 1R, 8

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m.,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—BILLS, COPIES FOR
MEMBERS.

Hon. A, SANDERSON (without notice)
asked the Honorary Minister: Are copies of
the Sale of Seeds Bill and the Fruit Cases
Bill, which are on the Notice Paper for the
second reading, available for distribution to
members ? .

The HONORARY MINISTER replied: I
am not sure whether they are out of the
printer’s hands yet. .

Hon, 8ir E. H. Wittendom: And the
Droving Bill .

The HONORARY MINISTER: My ans-
wer applies to the threée.

QUESTiON—RAJLWAYS, APPOINT-
MENT OF COMMISSIONER.

Hon, H. CARSON asked the Minister for
Education: 1, Have the Government yet de-
cided whon they intend to appoint Codmmis-
sioner of Railways§ 2, If so, who is the
gentleman? 3, If not, when are they going
to decide this important gquestion$

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: The filing of this important office
uecessitates the closest inquiry into = the
qualificetions of applicants, many of whom.
are outzside Western Australia. This inquiry
is being proeceeded with as expeditiously as
possible, and on its completion the desision
of the Government will bo announced.

' ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fourth Day.

Debate resumed from the previons day.

Hon. A, H. PANTON (West): At‘the out-
set I would like to thank members for their
very kind remarks and welcome to me as
a representative of the West Provinee, and
I trust that they and yourself, Sir, will ex-
tend kindness and leniency towards me un-

til T have become au fait with the Standing

Orders of the Chambeér. T tender my regret
at the circumstances which made’ possible
my election at this juneture. I did not en.
Joy the personal acquaintance of the late
lamented President, bot ‘I have taken suffie-
ient interest in the public men of this State
fo realise the loss that the late Sir Henry
Briggs must be to this Chamber. I congrat-
wate you, Sir, on your elevation to the office
of President. 'Looking over the Goverror’s
Speech I was struck with one particular
paragraph, which reads—
In the great work of reconstruction with
Wwhich we, in common with ths whole civ-
. Llised world, are now confronted, my Ad-
visers recognise that the firgt duty of the
State is to suitably repatriate our return-
ing soldiers.
As a returned soldier, the words ‘‘are now
confronted’’ struck me very forcibly be-
cause, after five years of warfare, the Gov-
erument admit that they are now confronted
with the necessity of repatriating their sol-
diers. Men were coming back to this State
at the latter end of 1915, and right throngh
1916, and yet we are told by the Government
of the day that they are now econfronted
with ‘the necessity for repatriating our sol-.
diers. T well remember at the latter ond
of 1916, the trenches of France wera flooded
with literature as to what the TFedernl Gov.
ernment, at any rate, were going to do for
returned soldiers. - One particnlar manifesto
gigned by William Morris Hughes intimated
that 22 million pounds had been et aside for
the repatriation of returned soldiers, and that
two millions of it had already been cx-
pended. 8inee my return te the State a
few months ago I have been over a good
deal of Western Australia looking for in-
dications as to where this two million
pounds was spent, and T find that our share
of it consists of six poultry farms at Os-
borne Park. I disagree with the hon. mem-
ber wlo last night stated that repatriation
was a matter for the Federal Government,
Repatriation is a matter for the citizens of
Australia, and the State Government, aas
the represcutatives of the citizens of West-
ern Australia, should and must toke a hand
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in repatriating our men, I wish to pay a
tribute to the Premier’s land settlement
policy in so far as his optimism is con-
cerned. Though hundreds of men are
anxious to ge on the land, yesterday
I learnt from the repatriation officers that
quite 200 men who have passed the land
board and obtained their certificates are
waiting to go on the land, and in the mean-
time are receiving gustenance from the
board. There must be sométhing wanting
in our departments if, with aJl the land
available in Weastern - Australia, these 200
men have te loaf about the streets and re-
ceive sustenance when they are anxious to
become producers. Another objection to the
present land policy for returned soldiers, is
the price being paid for repurchased
estates. From what I can learn, we are
setting soldiers an almost impossible task

to make a sonccess of land settlement in

Western  Australia. TUnfortunately, too,
many people fail to realise that what our
goldiers have been through during the last
two or three years makes. it almost impos-
sible for them to settle down and heecome
staid farmers. Mosat pecple fail to realise
that the great bulk of men, who served two,
three, or four years for their country, have
been living amengst thousands of men with
never fewev than -40 or 50 in a hut, and
they have beeome used to a good deal or
company. From the day they entered camp
at Blackboy they had never to think for
themselves; . they had to sink their individu-
ality and imitiative and become machines,
end after two or three years of that life—
it might not be very apparent to those who
have not been through the mill—it is not
easy, more especially for the young men,
thrown on to the street, to have to nse their
initiative to earn & living. They have that
restless spirit which for a considerable
time will be detrimental to setiling them
on the land, and I regret the Government
have not seen their way ciear to make land
available on easier and betier terms, Ae-
cording to the Repatriation Department, there
are 959 returned soldiers on the unem-
ployed books, Of that number, 850 are re-
ceiving sustenance, and I was informed by
the Chief of the employment bureau that
at least one-third of the number are unable
to do anything but very light work. This
is a question which the Government ana
the country must face. I am not much con-
eerned about the returmed man who is fit,
but T am considerably concerned about the
men who are suffering disabilities through
gas, and heart troubles, and other things
which prevent them from following their
pre-war occupations. It is useless for either
the State Government or the Federal Gov-
ernment to believe that these men are going
to do any good for themselves if they are
merely paid sustenance to walk about the
streets.  Vocational training is needed, and
we have at present 400 men in workshops
undergoing vocational training and 62 other
men waiting for the establishment of
classes. Those 462 men are being taught,

or are to be taught, bricklaying and other
building trades and mechanical trades. But
when we bave these men trained it is prob-
able that, owing to the want of secondary
industries here, there will he no opportunity
for them to go to work in Western Austra-
lia. It is useless, in my opinion, to spend
buge sums of money in teaching men trades
if there is no copportunity for them to work
at those trades here. In the first place the
employers will pay 40 per cent. of the wages
and the Repatriation Departmsent will make
up the balance, But that huge expenditvre
is likely to be absolutely useless for want
of secondary industries, and the men when
trained will either have "to leave “Western
Australia for the Eastern States or else
quit Australia altogether. If it is part of
the policy of Australian Governments to
train returned soldiers so that they may
leave their country, it is useless for any
Australian Government to talk about im-
migration, On the question of secondary
industries, what has very much puzzled a
great number of Western Australians, in-
cinding myself, is the necessity for spend-
ing £80,000 on wool sheds at IPremantle; in
which the wool is to be stored for eventual
export to Europe, where it will be made up
into cloth, which again will be exported to
Australia. A great deal has been heard of
the fine fighting force the Australian Army
was; but we have mever heard, I believe,
what a well-dressed force the Australian
Army was. It was, in faet, the best dressed
foree on the Western Front. That force
was equipped with  Australian  cloth,
made from Australian wool, put to-
gether by  Australian artisans; and
the Awstralian uniform was the envy
of every other fighting force in
France. Yet we are told that it is essential
to spend many thousanda of pounds on wool
sheds to store our wool for export to foreign
eountries, I hope the Government will con-
gider at an early date the necessity for es-
tablishing a State woollen mill in Western
Australia. T can see no reason why that
should not be done. Secondary industries are
just as essential here as in the Fastern States;
they should not be all centralised in Eastern
Australia. The trouble with Weatern Augs-
tralin is that the whole of oir commercial
and financial interests are centred in the
Eastern States. We are told that all the in-
dustrial troubles of Australia emanate from
the Eastern States. That is owing to the
fact that the financial and commereial in-
terests are centred there. To overcome the
difficulties of our industrial position we here
naturally have to follow suit. Once the big
firmg in Western. Anstraliz who now send
their money to the Eastern States do some-
thing towards decentralising their businesses
in Western Australia, there wiil be far less
industrial trowble in the Eastern States.
Another question which the State Govern-
ment could well take in band is the financing
ot prospecting parties, Many thousands of
first-class miners and prospectors have gone
from Western Australia to the Front, and a
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large number of those returned are, owing to
the long period of duty they did at the Front
and the eold weather and disabilities they en-
countered there, unable to follow their pre-
war oceupation of working in deep mines.
But those men could he utilised for the pur-
pose of prospecting Western Anstralia; and
I am satisfied from my experience of the
Murchison and other parts of the Stats,
gained as a ininer, that there are several
other Kalgoorlies to be found, if the right
men are sent out and given a fair oppor-
tunity of prospecting the country. The re-
turned soldiers endeavoured to get the Com-
monwealth Government to do this, and the
Commonwealth Government speculated the
magnificent sum of £5000 in progpecting
Western Australia. They might as well have
thrown that money into the sea. T trust the
State Government will at an early date make
money available for the purpose of financing
proapecting parties. 1 fully anticipate that
the leader of the House will tell me, as the
Premier always tells us, that there ie mo
moncy available; but what the returned
goldier wants to know is why, if it was pos-
sible to raise 80 millions sterling per annum
for shot and shell to defend the country, it
is not possible to find a few more millions
for the repatriation of the men now that they
have saved the eonntry That is the question
which the returned soldiers are asking to-day,
and which they will be asking in much louder
tones as the days go by. I hope the Govern-
ment are seized of the position, and will not
compel the men to wait muech longer about
the streets, as they are doing to-day. The
Governor’s Speech informs us that it is pro-
posed to bring down an Eleectoral Aet Amend-
ment Bill. With an hon. member who spoke
last night, I hope that it is the intention to
abolish this House. As a returned soldlier T
wish to say that the returned soldiers and the
people generally are asking themselves the
question what they are getting for the money
they spend on these Parliamentary institu-
tions. It is very nearly time hon. members
here asked themselves the same .question. If
they ask it of themselves seriously, they will
not hesitate to admit the need for a redue-
tion of members of Parliament in this State
and also for the abolition of this House, as
a start.

Hon. 8ir E. H. Wittenoom:
abolish the other Houass?

Hon, A, H. PANTON: I am not partieu-
lar which House is abolighed, so long as one
is abolished. In to-day’s newspaper there is
a report of a meeting of returned soldiers at
which I am rather glad that I was not pre-
gent, as some responsibility for the proceed-
ings might have been attributed to me. The
following motion was moved at that meeting
by Dr. Aberdeen, who cannot be looked upon
as a Bolshevist of the East Perth RS.A.:—

That this branch urges that every re-
turned soldier should have a vote for the

Legislative Coneil by virtne of having

been a member of the ALF.

It would be interesting to know, and I hope
gome hon. member will tell me, why a man

‘Why mot

who was fit to go away and fight for his
country, and incidentally make it possible for
this House to meet this aftermoon, shouid
not have a right to say who is to represent
him in this House. The fact remains that at
least 75 per cent. of the men coming back
will not have a vote for the Legislative Coun-
cil. I want to see every man and every
woman have a vote for this House, and then
there will be no longer any necessity for this
Hounse to exiat. In the meantime, at all
events, the man who fought for the country .
abould have a vote for this House. A fur-
ther resolution carried by that meeting of re-
turned soldiers at the instance of Dr. Aberdeen
advocated that the CommonwealtR Vice-regal
representative should be an Australian, and
that in all the States the office of Governor
should be incorporated with that of Chief
Justice. I am not particularly keen on that
regolution, but I am keer on the abolition of
the office of Btate Governor. Inm my opinion-
that office represents an expensive and un-
neeessary tradition. I am the more anxious to
see the office of State Governor abolished be-
cause there would then be a possibility of ob-
taining Government House for a convalsecent
home for those returned soldiers who to-day
are 80 far disabled as to lie on their backs
in the hospital looking at the bare walls.
Those men are ecntitled to something better
than that, after what they have gone through.
I desire to congratuldte the Government on
at least promising to bring down the long
looked for Shops and Faectories Bill. In this
State we have had a Shops and Factories
Act since 1902, and various amendments
of no consequence have been made. I hope
that when the Bill 'does come down this
House at any rate will see that an endeavour
is made to reduce the hours of the people
working under the Early Closing Aet. To-
day we find in what i supposed to be a demo-
cratic country male shop assistants working
under the Early Cloging Act as much as 66
hours per week and female assistants as much
a8 53. Asa regards the butchers, under the
Early Closing Act they have to put in at
least 831% hours per week in order to get
their 48 hours of work; that is to say, in
order to get 48 hours of work they have
to be away from their homes 8314 hours
per week, counting in the time spent in
travelling to and from the place of
employment. I hope that the promised con-
solidating measure will be of some benefit to
the people who are going to work under it.
The- Factories Act as it stands is impossible
to administer, There have been so many
decisions given by the Full Court of  thig
State on that Aect that it is impossible for
the factory inspectors to do as well as they
would be doing if they had a decent Act
to work under. At the same time I wish to
pay a tribute to the inspectors for the man-
ner in which they earry out their duties so
far as it iy possible for them to do so under
the present Act. I consider the factories in
Perth to-day, so far as the female workers are
concerned, a perfect scandal. The conditions
under which most of the young women em-
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ployed in factories have to work are some-
thing shocking. In & young city like Perth
we might at least look for decent working
conditions for our female employees. In
this connection it is interesting to note what
one of our captains of industry said in the
Arbitration Court a little while ago, when
the clothing trades union were seeking an
increase in wages. Mr. MeConochie, the man-
ager of Foy & Gibson, is reported as having
stated—

The time was coming, and in fact was
now near, when larger numbers of women
wonld have to eke out a living.

That was 'a very interesting statement in
view of the faet that the female seetion of
this country are under great disabilities. I
think hon. members will agree with me that
it is impossible to take 6,000 eligible men out
of this State without reduging the prospects
-of marriage of our young women. Six thous-
and men is the number we lost in the war,
or 6,002 to be exact, either killed in action or
died from wounds. From 1,500 to 2,000 have
returned from the war in so disabled a state
as to make matrimony an impracticable pro-
position for them from a pecuniary point of
view. Thus it seems that we have at least
8,000 women without prospect of marriage
who under ordinary cirenmstances would have
bad rfeasonable prospects of matrimony in
their early twenties. I am anxious to see
that these women at least get a fair oppor-

tunity under the laws of this State to eam -

their liring in something.like reasonable com-
fort, The wages paid to female workers are

anything but good. Probably I .shall be told
the Arbitration Court ia fhere to see to that..

But members should endeavour to gain an
ingight of what is going on in the factories.
When a returned soldier comes home he is
given a sunit of civilian clothes made of Aus-
tralian eloth.. The cloth is pretty good. But
the making of the suits distributed in this
State is let by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to contractors in this State. - The con-
tract price of each snit iz £1 6s. 2. The con-
tractors are compelled to buy their ¢loth from
the Commonwealth Government and the cost
is fonnd in the following items:—314 yards
of tweed at 4s. 6d. per yard, 14s. %d.; 1 yard
lining, 2s. 3d.; 1% yards of sleeve and vest
lining at 11%4d., 1s. 5%44d.; 134 yards. drill
pocketing at 1s. 3d., 1s. 5d.; 1% yards jute
at 11d., 1s. 1%d.; buttons and sewing, 6d.;
total cost, £1 0s. 9%d. The price of the
suits, ds I said, is £1 Gs. 2d., which leaves for
labour, ‘overhead charges and profit, the mag-
nificént sum of 5s. 414d. That wall give an
idea of the necessity for slave-driving by the
contractors. I have nothing to say against
the manufacturers, because clearly they are
the victims of éireumstances; but the Federal
Government who will let the contracts at such
& price, knowing, as they must, that the girls
employed in mannfaefuring the garments are
being sweated, are deserving of the strictest
censare.

The Minister for Edueation:
yon get the figures?

Where did

Hon. A. H, PANTON: From one of the
contractors. Of course, the people manufae-
turing those suits will explain that it is done
by efficient organisation.- I have seen some-
thing of that organisation. Personally, I.
prefer to call it downright slavery. The
same principle is in operation in respeet to
the whole of the white workers of Perth, The
only way to remedy it is by an Act of Par-
liament, prescribing that the girls forced into
the industrial world shall get a fair deal.

Hon. J. Nicholgon: How much are they
getting ¥ )

Hon. A, H PANTON: The Arbitration
GCourt award preseribes 30s. per week for a
senior hand. During the dcbate comments
have been made on compulsory training, and
the views held upon that question by a cer-
tain section of the community, of which I
am the general president. After two years
of active service in South Africa, three.years
of active service in the last war, and two
years and 10 months as a militia man of the
garrigon artillery in Fremantle, I bave come
to the conclusion that the compulsory system
nnder which we are working is a pure waste
of money tending only to show off uniformy
and brass buttons. We are training boys to-
day for show purposes. I say without hesita-
tion that the nine months’ training I received
in alt sorts of schools before reaching France
was. 1ot equal to one week of practical train-
ing in the actual line, I know a lad with
five years’ training nnder our compulsory
system who, during all that time, hag fired
15 shots, or three shots per anmum! Tt is
time that system was done away with.

Hon. Sir E, H. Wittenoom: You supply an
argument for improving it.

Hon, A, H. PANTON: Australia has the
credit of having produced, in proportion to
their numbers, the beést fighting forces on
the Western Front. 1 venture to say that
60 or 70 per cent. of that force had never
done a day’s drill before going into camp,
which I think proves the futility of training
boys a3 we are doing, Further, lel me say
that those people who ‘refused to conseript
themselves for active service will never get
my assistance towards conseripting boys who
havé no say in it. If those people want com-
pulsory training in Australia let them apply
it to men, who have the ballot box through
which to express an opinion.

The PRESIDENT: I have mno desire to
restriet disevssion but, for the information
of hon, members, T wish to point ont that
in an Address-in-reply debate it is usual
and advisable to confine the remarks of hon.
members to those subjects touched upon in
the Governor’s Speech.

Hon. A, H. PANTON: A few days ago
I asked a question in an attempt to find out
whether a returned soldier has the same
citizen rights as a man who has not been
away. I learned that under the Workers’
Homes Board of the State a returned sal-
dier who wants a house has not the same
rights as the man who has not been to the
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Front, 1 was informed by the secretary to
the board that the board will not deal with
returned soldiers.

The Minister for FEducation: Under the
Commonwealth Aect they cannot deal with
them.

Hon, A. H, PANTON: But this is not
beeanse of the Commonwealth Aet. I was
informed that if, as an old client of the
board, I closed my account in Perth and
removed to Fremantle, I should not be able
to get 2 worker’s home there under the
State board, because T am a returned soldier.
One hon, member remarked that he was
not surprised at the industrial vurest, It is
amazing to me that anybedy shonld Le sur-
prised at it. I am in mo way péssimistic
about the industiial unrest in  Anstralia.
What we are going through to-day we bave
" already gone through before, A great deal
is being made of the seaman’s atrike. With-
ont entering into the merits or demerits of
that dispute, T wish to point out that dur-
ing the war the men of the merchant service
made pousible the transportation from all
parts of the world of thousands of troops
and many cargoes of munitions, amd re-
mained loyal to their duty in face of the
" destructive torpedo.  To-day, when the men
of the merchant service are engaged in’a
struggle with the shipping combing, ¥ké have
made bundreds of thousands of pounds in
undue profits, when the seamen are _on strike
for an extra 1s. 2d. per day, the only blame
cast is cast at the men, and not at the em-
ployers, Hon. members should be fair. In
my opinion the employers are just as much
to blame for the holding up of the shipping
ag are the men. Turning fo the ‘woodline
dispute in Kalgoorlie, we find that the mia-
ing companies, and not the woodline com-
panies, are carrying on negotiations with the
men. Apparently there is do onus on the
firewood companies to deal with the meon,
and it is left to the mining eompanies to
endeavonr to bring about a settlement. T
think hon. members will agree that a body of
men. prepared to go back to the 1916 agres-
ment are not asking too much., They have
offered to supply the wood direct to the
mines, but unfortunately the Government
aro not prepared fo assist the mer' in the
formation of a co-operative scheme, as they
have done in regard to the coal miners of
Collie and in regard also to the farmers and
settlers, The firewood cutters are asked to
pay a railway freight of one penny per ton.
Surely the mining community are entitled to
as much consideration as are the farming
commumity or the community st Collie! Let
me just touch upon the recent trouble at
Fremantle. T was roundly abused during
that time. I will not attempt to apportion
the blame for what, happened down there.
I regret that the Gowvernment resolved fo
take sides in that dispute. What happened
on that Sunday morning, the 4th May, would
not have occurred had the Govermment re-
froined from taking sides with the shipping
combine. Some people have sinee said that

the then Premjer was lacking in his duty
for not carrying the, contest right through.
But T must say I am pleased that the then
Premier uged his good judgment to stop that
confliet when he did. Had he not done so,
I am c¢onvineed that there would have been
bloodshed in Fremantle to an extent that
would have constituted an cverlasting dig-
grace on Western Australia, The trouble
went further than we desired it to go. Now
that it is all over I have no regrets in res-
peet of the part T took in it, whatever hon.
members may think. T was holding a re--
sponsible position as general president that
day, aud when the trouble started there was
no place for me other than right in the front
line. I would have been lacking in my duty
had I not taken up that position, T hope
that, when the Early Closing and Factories
Bill- comes down, hon, members will treat
it, not as they did last session, but in the
manner that is te be expeeted from a demo-
cratic House. I hope to be of some assist-
ance to hon. members, because I have had
seven yea}rs’ experience of organisations
dealing with the Barly Closing Aet, and I
know some of the disabilities ‘under ' which
those concerned have suffered, I trust hon.
members will permnit of the opportunity be-
ing: tiken to rectify some of the long-estab-
lished -disabilities 'under whieh the people
heve laboured. C

Hon. R, J. LYNN (Wast): I should like
to preface my remarks by eongratulating you,
Sir, upon attaining the highest position this
House has at its disposal. I.hope your health
will long permit you. -to oeenpy the position
to which T eonsider you are so richly entitled.
I also congratuiate Dr. Saw on his return
after his many years of service af the Front,
and upon the very excellent speeéh that he
made in moving the Address-in-reply. I
hardly knéw what to say respéeting my
Junior colleague. I think he will make a
very excellent member, and I hope the en-
vironment of the House will, in future, make
him what, it appears to many of us, it has
made other junior colleagues in the past upon
entering within these walls. After an ex-

. perience of gome few years here I think he

will realise that this Chamber, if not the
more democratic of the two Houses of Par-
linment in the State, is at least that House
which considers equity and justice in prefer-
ence to all other matters. I would remind
him, too, that ‘‘Hamsard’’ for last session
shows that the leader of the Oppogition in an-
other place, and the leader of the party to
which my colleagne owes his allegiance, says
that he thanks God for the existence of the
other House, That hon. gentleman went on
to say— .

We have a Chamber composed of men
who realise their responsihilities, who are
not whipped up by parties, and a House
which realiges the equity of all measures.

He was imbued with that to such an extent
that he ¢ould only thank God that the Legis-
lative Council exigted in order to check the
legislation of ancther place.
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Hon. J, Cornell: That must have been a

temporary lapse. ‘ .
. Hon. R, J. LYNN: Lasat week, in speaking
in the Town Hall, another hon. member of
this Ohamber, Mr. Hickey, dealing with the
high cost of living said—

It will require a lot of public opinion
to force this measure through the Legis-
lative Couneil.

Mr, Hickey evidently realised that the Legis-
lative Couneil was not s party House, and
would not be swayed and influenced by the
present Administration. This was a eomphi-
ment to the House, for which I think every
member will be pleased. I propose to con-
fine my remarks as nearly as possible to the
Governor’s Speech. The first reference in
the Speech is to repatriation. T am sure that
the public in general are tired of hearing so
much about this question, and that what
they desire is some action in conneetion with
it. The Government of the day should get to
work. I believe they are doing everything
possible. I eannot quite agree with M,
Sanderson that it is not a State affair. Tt
is, to some extent, a question of State and
Pederal combination, and if the State will
got to work in this direction and do what is
necessary and essential, I think the public
will have something to be grateful for. These
questions in conunection with repatriation are
of annual occurrence and are constantly
being revived. That is not what the public
in general Tequire. Let uy get this question
excised from the Governgr’s Speech and let
ns have no further reference to what it ia
proposed to do. Let us start out to do some-
thing so that our achions may speak for
themselves. The next reference in the Speech
js to the question of industrial unrest. As
Dr. Saw stated, this is world wide. This is
not something that belongs exclusively either
to Western Australia or to the Common-
wealth. Whilst I am prepared to admit that
in many countries they have grave reason
for thig indvatrial unrest, I am not prepared
to admit that the same grievances exist in
the Commonwealth of Australia. Mr. Dodd
and I saw, in pasging through the streets of
Marseilles, the women of IFrance sweeping
them up. We know that they have not the
representation in their Parliaments that the
women of Australiz have, They have not the
opportunity of voicing their opinions and of
securing legislation which will be of benefit
to the community. /This, however, does not
apply to Anstralia, Here we have the adult
franchise,

Hon. J. Cornell: In one House.

Hon, R. J. LYNN: That dees not apply to
the Federal House. )

Hon. J. Cornell: They had a string on it
when they got this Chamiber,

Hon. B. J. LIYN¥: They have an adult
franchise in comnection with both, Federal
Houses of Parliament. That is the foremost
Parliament in Australia in connection with
legislation respecting the high cost of living
and other matters of vital interest to my
jumior colleagne. To that Parliament ?.he
people have their opportunity of sending

members to represent their views and in-
terests.

Hon, H. Millington: You think it quite
right that this should be s09

Hon. B. J. LYNN: I will deal with that
question at a later stage. I am not prepared
to admit that it is right. 1 am quite sure
that if I went to the Trades Hall t¢-morrow
and asked to be allowed to vote on a qliestion
of wvital interest to myself, I would be told
that T would have to become a member of the
Trades Hall before this would be permitted.
I hardly think that unless persons are share-
holders, so to speak, in the country, they
should have a right to retarn men to both
Houses of Parliament, uniess tho Upper
House, to some extent, protects the vested
interegts of the community,

Hon. T. Cornell: Who took.up the guns to
keep them for you?

Hon, R, J. LYNN: I quite admit that many
did take up the guns, I am willing to pre-
sent to every man whe fought a qualification
to vote for the Tpper House. .

Hon. J. Cornell: And I am not.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: There is only a £50
freehold qualification invelved. I am willing
to give my vote to make a free gift to every
member of the forces who fought for this
State, ac that they might be qualified to vote
in connection with this House. I am
not afraid of their vote at all. With
all this industrial unrest it is as well that
we' ghould ¢ome down near home, as
my junior colleague has dome. I have no
wish to ask anyone to shouider the biame
for that fateful Sunday at Fremantle. I
have no information in my possession to
lead me to make any remarks on the gques-
tion at all, other than what I gleaned from
the mewsgpapers. I think I am justified in
advocating a plank of the Official Labour
party’s platform, and that is the plank pro-
viding for the right to work. The Govern-
ment should certaihly appoint a Commis-
gion in order to investigate many of the in-
Justices that have been done in connection
with this particular affair. There are fo-
day in Fremantle good solid wunionists,

. married men with wives and families, on

the verge of starvation because they are
not allowed to work at the port.

Hon. T. B, Dodd: Are they members of
the Lumpers’ Union?

Hon. A. H.'Panton: Yes, I think so.

Hon. R. H. LYNN: They are members
0f other unions which came into confliet
with the views of the Lumpera’ Union. Let
me cite one case. A member of the Har.
bour and River Union, engaged as a fitter
on the wharves in Fremantle, was asked
during the trouble te drive a crame. This
was in 1917. He went to the crane in order
to receive a lesson. After he was at the
work about five minutes a member of the
Industrial Disputes Committee, I helieve,
said he was afraid to drive the crane and
he got off. My information iz that when
he reached the crane he asked his chief the
object of putting him there. Tt was stated
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in reply that, as this trouble was on, all the
fitters were requested to learn to drive the
eranes, so that they might get over their

difficulties. This man positively refused to
drive it. He went away and returned to
the North Wharf, where he resumed his

position as a fitter on the gantries in ¢on-
nection with the elevators, He remained
there from 1917 to 1919, until a week after
this affair at Fremantlee He was then
either pushed or driven off the wharf and,
although he is a trades unionist, and has
been all hig life, and although he has never
been connected with the Lumpers?! Union,
and never did any lumping work, or any-
thing in opposition to the. Lumpers’ Union,
he is debarred from employment on the

wharves, even at his old position in connec-’

tion with the wheat elevator sheds. The
Industrial Disputes Committee, the Official
Labour party, the Trades Hall, or any seec-
tion of the eommunity, have no right in this
free country to debar any man from earn.
ing an homest Mving., Agsuming that he did
go on g crane as a loyalist.in those days,
assuming he did something to ineur the
displeasure of one section of the commun-
ity, is it to be that that section of the com-
munity represented. by the Industrial Dis-
putes Committee have the power to say to
the @overnment and. the community thax
that man shall no longer work? If that is
8o the quicker we know it the better, and
then Y -ghall advise some of my friends who
are good aolid frades uniomists to offer a
humble and abject apology and ask to be
admitted again into the ranks, The thing
i3 wrong. I could cite numerous instances,
and if the Government will appoint a Com-
misgion I shall volunteer- to produce such
evidenee as will justify the appointment of
that tribunal. I have no wish to be mis-
understood in this direction. When the
Iumpers came out in 1917 they committed
an act which, in my opinion, was disloyal,
and not the correct thing. Any subterfuge
was good enough for them to make at that
time as to why they refused to work. It
will be remembered that one execuse was
that the flour was heing sent away to
enemy countries through Java; then it was
the high cost of living; then it was some-
thing clse. The real cause was that their

comrades in the Eastern States were out,

and these men decided to go out in sym-
pathy with them. T do not wish to be mis-
understood. I think many of those men in
Fremantle in 1917 and since have had a
very hard time indeed. T consider that they
were penalised sufficiently without their
livelihood being taken from them forever.
Tt is a great pity that, immediately the in-
dustrial trouble waa settled through the
loyalists going on the wharves, some action
was not taken to bring about quietly the
removal of those lovalists and fo reinstate
the lumpers in their old positions. If that
had been doié we would not have had the
spectacle of that particular Sunday. I hope
the Government will, in justice to many of

those men in Fremantle, good lonest ejti-

zens, mén who did what they eonsidered in
1917 to be their duty, men who, I believe
were favourable to trades unionism—use
their utmost efforts to bring about the ap-
pointment of the Royal Commission,

The Minister for Edueation: It is being
appointed.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: T am glad to hear
that, because injustices exist to-day which it
will be possible to redress. Mr. Panton,
speaking on the question of industrial unrest,
referred to the shipping ecombine. I remem-
ber in the early days of my association with
the Fremantle Chamber of Commerce, I was
elected, by reason of the fact that I happened
to he in. Sydney at the-time, to represent that
body at the "annual Tnterstate conference
then being héld in Sydney. The question of
the shipping combine found a place on
the agenda paper. I remember the evening
newspaper referring to it as the ‘“shipping
octopud.’’ I referred to it in those days as
the shipping octopus, and it is an octopus—
there is no disguising the fact. I shall be
wilting to help my friends to ‘do anything
that will assist to brieg the combine to rea-
son. But I want to be fair., For some years
thé shipping combine has been absolutely
under the control of thé Federal authorities.

Hon. H. Millington: The other way abont.

- Hon. R, J, LYNN: The shipping combine
has loat its identity. - During rocent years it
has been-taken.over by the Federal authori-
ties; and -+t is net therefore the combine

‘versus ‘the seamen, it is to-day the seamen

versus the rest of the community. I de not
know that the seameid are not entitled to
some cénsideration. They have had during
recent years increases amounting to some-
thing like 60 per cent, over what they pre-
viously enjoyed, and when we take into eon-
sideration that the inereages conceded during
the past four years do not involve any addi-
tional charges fto the seamen on account of
the high cost of living, we must conclude that
they have benefited considerably. The cost
of living has not affected them.

Hon., J. Cornell: Tt has affected their
families. ’

Hon, R, J. LYNN: Some have families,
and there ig a fair percentage of aquare-
headed ‘‘dapgoes’’ amongst them who have
no families. Have the seamen, through the
utterances of their leader and his wife, the
right to hold vp every section of Australiaf

Hon. J. E. Dodd: He ig the greatest aunto-
crat in Australia.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: This mar has openly
defied every constitutional method and he has
been supported by his wife, who left Eng-
land, T take it, not for the good of herself
but for the good of her country

Hon. A. H. Panton: You do not blame
her for sticking to her husbandt

Hon, R. J. LYNN: I blame Australia for
keeping these people here. TIf any vote of
mine could assist to get rid of them I would
gladly give it, so that they would be deported
to-morrow. We must have econstitntional
government. If we cannot have it, are we
then to be controllel by an industrial dis:
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putes committez or an executive of another
section of the community?

Hor. J, Cornell: Or the recently arrived
pommiest

Hon, R. J. LYNN: Yes. If they are to
govern us, then transfer that form of gov-
erument to the Houses of Parliament, and
do not let us attend here as we do, belisving
that we have some right to enact legislation
without having the power to carry it through.
Hoen. members may remember on one ocea-
gion last gesgion I referred to the ludicrous
position of passing laws and not being able
to enforce them. From an industrial stand-
point, unless we ¢an have constitutional au-
thority, and have it recognised, we shall al-
ways have these' red-raggers amongst us
creating upheavals in order té bring about
trouble and chaos, as is being done to-day.

- What will it benefit the seamen, after having
been idle for three months? In Mr, Joustice
Higgins they have a man who has always
been congidered the fairest minded man it
was possible to get to preside over the Arbi-
tration Court. Concessions have been granted
by him on every possible oeeasion when the
men have gone before the court, and yet to-
day they are holding up every section of the
community, and they refuse even to send food
to their own comrades in distant parts of
our own State. If it were not so tragie the
position might almost be considered ludierous.
We have the same party advocating the White
Australia policy. What i3 happening to-day
at our own port of Fremantle¥ The Premier
of the State is compelled to go eap in hand
to the agent of a line of steamers manned by
coloured labeur and request that food he
taken to Broome. The Federal authorities
are called upon to issue a permit for the
eoloured crew of a schooner to trade on the
coast and econvey those goods from Broome
to Wyndham, so that our own white people
engaged in a big industry at Wyndham may
be fed. At the same time our State steamers,
manned by ouvr own white pecple, are tied to
the huoys in the Fremantle harbour.

Hon. A, H. Panton: For the sake of la. 24,
a day.

Hou. R. J. LYNN: No, for the sake of a
principle. Tf the seamen who are earning
their £1 a day with overtime ineluded and
board are prepared to see their eomrades at
Wyndham starve, then I deélare them to be
a contemptible crowd.

Hon. J, E. Dodd: Do not you think it
would be better for the shipownmers to give
the men better conditions?

Hon. R. J. LYNN: I am willing to admit
that the conditions are not all that might be
desired, but it wns promised them in Mel-
bourne by Senator Millen, who was to take
the chair at a round-fable conference, that if
they went back to work all those matters
would be investigated. The men, however,
refused to aceept the guarantee of their own
executive that the Government would carry
into effect their promise,

Hon. A. H. Paunton: Which proves that
the men are not being led.

Hon, R, LYNN: 1 am sorry that my col-
league, with his persomality and magnetism,
wag not on that committee, 50 that he might
have exercised the same influence in Vietoria
that he wielded with such great effeet in
Western Australia. We come to the natural
sequence of things, the high cost of living,
I believe that there are instances where pro-
fiteering’ has been going on to a great ex-
tent, and if T can help to put that down I
can assure my friends that I will willingly
do so. I also realise it is a very difficult
thing to pass legislation that will be of bene-
fit to our own State. It iz something out-
side the Lounds of Western Australia or
aven Eastern Amsiralia, It must be some-
thing of an Imperial tribunal fo be of any
advantage. T have mo wish to suggest the
hundred and one means which would be at
the disposal of importers to bolster up the
price and then show omly a percentage of
profit, with some system of a rebate to be
paid in some other part of the world. It
would be very difficult for any local legisla-
tion to fix prices, However, if anything can
be done I am willing to support such a meas-
ure, At the same time I would warn mem-
bers that they must be careful not to limit
production, or do anything which will ser-
iously interfere with our production as
against the production of Eastern Australia
and other parts of the world. Te fix prices
is not the easy thing that many members
glibly talk about., I heard ome of my op-
ponents in politics ialking at Collie about
the priee of condensed milk, but aecording
to Saturday’s paper Jndge . Edmunds, as
Qlhairman of the Vietorian . Price Fixing
Commission, said the priece asked for Nestle's
milk was only reasonable and did not allow
of any margin at the price then quoted. -

Hon. J. Cornell: We would not want price
fixing if we put a few of the profiteers in-
gide for a while.

Hon R. J, LYNN: If it canr be praved
that there is profiteering and that it i3 to
the detriment of the community, I will as-
sist the hon. member if he will help me to
put ingide some of the red-raggers; then
we wmight bave peace. One thing I marvel
at is the inconsisteney of many men who
glibly talk about profiteering. I would re-
fer them to Collie where the people have
eo-operative stores supplying ‘meat, bread,
groeeries, hardware, millinery, and dreases,
in fact, departments for practically every-
thing, which return a very handsome profit;
but one morning the sharcholders woke up
to the fact that the Federal authorities
wanted some of their profit. The gshare-
holders consisting of miners and working
men sent a delegation to Vietoria to protest
against a dividend tax om thelr profits, and
they were shown that the only way to evade
the tax was by supplying only those who were
shareholders. The stores closed down on all
outside people and confined trading to their
own members and immediately the share-
holders’ register mounted up .so that the co-
operative stores control practically all the
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business in Collie to-day. In the metropol-
itan area, in Fremantle and other large in-
dustrial centres, where the seamen have
thrown out of employment tens of thousands
of employees and the wages lost are esti-
mated to exceed 1% million pounds, if that
ameunt had been applied to loeal ¢o-opera-
tive stores, the shareholders could have heen
the profiteers and wiped out nearly every
other competitor. Let them start their own
co-operative stores and reserve the profits
to themselves. I commend this point to the
hon, member in the hope that it may be of
service. to him. The Governor’s Speech
atates—

Belisving that increased produetion—
patticularly the local production of many
necessaries 6f life now imported from out-
side the State—is the only foundation on

which. the permanent prosperity of the -

country can he baged——

That is the keynote of suceess for our State.
" Také last year’s Statistical Register, which
shows that this little State with 300 odd
thonsand -peeple purchased from the Eastern
States four million pounds worth of goods
such as butter, bacon, cheess and boots, things
+we could manufactire or produce here.
This State has a debt per head of popula-
tion far in excess of any other State of the
Commonwealth and here we are, toiling
away, accepting the full burden- of our
heavy debt, paying a huge. sum in interest
and sinking fund in order to keep employed
in the Eastern States tens of thousands of
people who send us goods which we could
produce for ourselves. If that four million
pounds worth of goods were produced in
Western Awustralia, it would not only repre-
sent so much money kept in our own State,
Lut would give additional employment to a
considerable number of people; our interest
and sinking fund would be spread over a
greater population and redneed 30 or 40
per cent. and increased traffic wosld be pro-
vided for railways and harbours, bringing
prosperity to them, The keynote to-day must he
produee, not only for our own requirements
but a surplus for export. I am somewhat
with Mr, Sanderson in that I do not think
that wa in this Chamber are treated reason-
ably. In connection with the Estimates, many
suggestions could be offered to the leader
of the Hounse which might assist in the man-
agement of affairs of State, bul we receive
the Budget in the last few days of the
session and it is only a farce to bring it
down then, If the House were given an
opportunity to diseuss the many finanecial
questions relating to revenue and expenditure
and to the trading concerns, the advice would
doubtless prove beneficial to the Government.
Another hardy annual in the Governor’s
Speech is the reference to Collie coal, I be-
lieve the people of this State are beginning to
realise what an asset we have in Collie coal.
It has taken them many years to do so, and
it has only been .forced upon them because
the seamen have refused to man the ships.

Hon. J. W. Hickey: Then the seamen are
the best friends you bhave.

Hon, R. J. LYNN: I wish to point out the
very unfair competition which our industry
hag to meet against Indian coal, and thig °
brings me back to the guestion of black
labour. Indian coal is brought to Fremantle,
stored in hulks and transferred to the bun-
kers of ecalling steamers and the Govermment
receive little or no revenue from it, For the
hulks £10 per annum is charged and, as we
have approximately 20 hulks in the harbour,
the révenue represents £200 a'year. It has
cost approximately two millions of money to

--provide a harbour at’Fremantle to berth these

hulks and give them accommodation, and the
gum returned by them to the revenue is alto-
gether inadequate. For the local industry,
coal boxes which might have ecost £20,000
at the outside are used. My firm alone have
had levied against Collie coal during the past
three months demurrage charges amounting
to £400, due to steamers being delayed and
to the need for keeping a little in advance
of requirements. The Cellie industry 1is
ealled upon to pay in three months twice the
amount the hulks are called upon to pay ifo,r
12 months. That is pénalising ‘our own 1n-
dustry. If demurrage is incurred, a reason-
able amomnt should be paid, but when coal
is being imported in competition with the

‘local fuel, the least the State can do is to

derive some revenne from it. It is my belief
that the State could get at least 5. per ton
reverme from that coal, without affecting
anyone in ‘our State, for that 5s. would be
hifting the shipping eompanies, who receive
such high freights. The amount would not
be paid by the people of Western Australia.
Collie coal is equal to any coal in the world
for steaming purposes. : .

Hon. J. Wi Kirwan: Will the shipping
people endorse that statement? i

Hon. B. J. LYNN: The shipping people
who are not interested in the Eastern States
coal vend will confirm it.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Will the naval people

‘endorae 1t?

Hon. R. J. LYNN: At the Naval Base some
20,000 tons of our coal have been used since
operations commenced there, and all the
dredges employed there burn Collie coal—
hundreds of tous per month. As regards the
Nava) Base, the Federal authorities have been
very good friends to the Collie coal industry.
Where the Indian coal comes into competition
with our coal, some revenue should be ob-
tained from it.

The Minister for Education: In what form
do you suggest?

Hon. R. J. LYNN: In tha form of g har-
bour. improvement rate. The hulkage fees
are altogether too Jow—£10 per annum, as
agninst 4s, per day for a truck. Say I want
300 tons of Collie ecoal in Fremantle to-mor-
row. If that coal is landed there to-morrow
and the steamer is delayed until the day

after, I pay heavier demurrige on the
trucks ecarrying the 300 tons for the
one day’s delay than a hulk capable

of dealing with 25000 tons wounld pay
in one year. And the hulk is used for



80 . [ASSEMBLY.]

the imported article, while the truck
earries our own product. Some of the meas-
ures mentioned in the Governor’s Speech will
have my support, and I think some of them
will need it urgently. One of these measures
I remember opposing in earlier days—pos-
sibly because it was brought in by a Labour
Government, I refer to the Traffic Bill.
The necessity for that measure has been
brought home to me during the past few
months. The Perth municipality must be col-
lecting some thousands of pounds annually in
license fees for moter cars, very many of
which are mever used within the boundaries
of the Perth municipality. On the other
hand, those cars travel all the roads betiveen
Perth and Fremantle, 'and these roads have
to be maintained by suburban municipalities
and roads boards, which have much lower
valuations to rate on than Perth has.
suburban councils and roads boards have to
pay for the upkeep of roads used by vehicles
from which they obtain no revenue. My ex-
perience in this respect leads me o promise
my support to that particular measure,

On motion by Hon. J. Mills debate ad-
journed.

BILL—SUPPLY, £1,561,500.

Received from the Assembly, and read a
first time,

House odjourned 6.5 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at’ 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—DAIRYING INDUSTRY,
: CONTROL,

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: 1,
Has his atfention been drawn to the scheme
for the organisation of the dairying industry,
recently put before the producers of the East-

The -

ern States by the Minister for Trade znd
Customs? 2, Has he noticed that the pro-
dueers of the dairying industry of'this State
have been excluded from the conference and
from representation on the contemplated con-
trolling bodiest 3, In view of the probable
immediate and progressive development of
the industry in thia State, and of the possible
advantages which may accrue to dairying in
Western Australia by participation in the
conference, which decides the policy of con-
trol, and the benefits forecasted in the Minig-
ter's speech, will he take immediate steps to
gecure the representation necessary to bring
about this resuit?

The PREMIER replied: 1, My attention
has been drawn to a speech of the Minister
for Trade and Customs on the subject. 2, In
teply to inquiries the Government is in re-
¢eipt of a communication from the Bureaun
of Commerce and Industry, Melbourne, in
which the director states:— ‘Mr. Greene
aimply outlined a great ideal and submitted it
for consideration to the practiecal men in the
industry, to whom he will leave the develop-
ment of this scheme, and, although it may
fairly be discussed as Mr Massey Greene’s,
scheme, he in his spsech has not done more
than outline a scheme.’?

QUESTION—RAILWAY, ESPERANCE
: NORTHWARD,

Hon. T. WALKER asked the Premier:
Can he inform the Assembly if, and when,
the construction of the Esperance Nortkward
railway is to be resumed?

The PREMIER replied: No, I cannot.

QUESTION—ROTTNEST ISLAND,
GAOL. -

Mr. SMITH asked the Colonial See-
retary: 1, Is tha erection of the new
gaol on Rottnest Island being svper-

vised by an architeet or skilled builder?
2, Have plans of the building been
prepared, and, if se, by whom!? 3,
{a) What is the estimated ecost of the build-
ing? (b) When will it be finished$ {c) How
many prisoners is it intended to accommo-
date? {d) Is the cost of the work prov1ﬂed
for in the Estimates? 4, In view of the in-
ereasing popularity of Rottnest Island as a
summer regort, Will the Government take into
consideration the advisability of removing
couvicts entirely from the island and discon-

-tinuing any further expenditure in the eree-

tion of the building?

The COLONIAIL SECRETARY rephed. 1,
Yes; if the erection of the new gaol is fin-
ally determined upon, 2, No. 3, Answered
by Neo. 2, 4, Thix question ias receiving care-
ful consideration,  The new prison is ex-
cluded from the rest of the island. The work
of the prisoners is of value at present in de-
velopmental work on the island, and te re-
move the prisoners  entirely would involve
considerably inereased expenditure. Should



